




50   Your Home and Garden   

KITCHEN
When he’s not coaching rugby on the other 
side of the world, Warren likes to be in the 
hub of the home. His family attests to the 
fact that he’s a dab hand in the kitchen.
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A lot of the Gatlands’ 
furniture was brought back 

from Ireland, including 
the ‘Beach’ coat hook and 

the cosy armchair, both of 
which look right at home.





This page There’s beauty to be found in the 
details in this bach – much of it nautical-

themed, like the clock within the lifebuoy; the 
bell hung from a hook is reminiscent of an old 

ship’s bell; the timber clock (top right) is a tide 
clock, which is used to determine the best time 
to head out wakeboarding; Trudi has collected 
the ketes over a period of several years; these 
jandals were a Christmas present for Gabby; 

decorative hooks with a sailing theme add 
interest to the ensuite wall; the skewered ish 

artwork was made by Bryn using recycled 
materials; this cross is from art gallery 

Off The Bench, which is owned by Trudi’s 
friend Jane Jolly.
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The kids joke about me having my 4pm 

nana nap there, with the sun on my feet.”

A desire to move as little of the 

plumbing as possible has led to the kitchen 

remaining in the same place, which is 

perfect, given the view. Warren, who’s the 

family’s master chef, has only to glance 

through the kitchen’s bifold windows to be 

inspired by the pounding Pacific just 30 

metres away. The same sensational outlook 

is enjoyed from the main bedroom and 

Gabby’s room.

However, members of this family and 

their many friends vow that the best place 

from which to enjoy the beach is their very 

own “Mooloolebar”. Warren and one of the 

uncles built a large platform at the end of 

the property. Sitting atop it – loyally 

sporting Waikato rugby colours – is red, 

yellow and black furniture made using 

demolition timber from the old Hamilton 

Rugby Park. Word on the beach is that 

Mooloolebar is the place to congregate at 

the end of a blissful day of sun and surf.

Another touch of rugby paraphernalia 

has also had pride of place at this bach.  

For years Trudi had a mooloo bell mounted 

to the kitchen wall. The clanging cowbell 

made famous by Waikato rugby supporters 

was a great way to beckon Bryn home from 

the water. There’s still a large clanger on 

the wall, this one reminiscent of an old 

ship’s bell.

There’s much this family loves about 

their holiday pad, both in terms of how it 

looks and how it makes them feel. “It’s one 

of those baches that lends itself to people 

coming in with sandy feet and sitting  

in wet togs,” says Trudi. “It’s nothing 

precious in itself.” 

What is invaluable, she says, are the 

moments shared there. “We brought 

friends from Ireland over to the bach at 

night recently. When they woke up in the 

morning and looked outside they were 

absolutely stunned. They can now see  

why, despite the fact that Warren works 

overseas, we’re so very keen to keep New 

Zealand as our home base, and why this 

place is a forever bach.”

➜ Find out how they got the look on PAGE 136.

BEDROOMS
The colours of the bedrooms mirror the 
stunning vista beyond. The wooden replica 
of an historic sailing boat was a gift from 
Trudi to Warren.

“This place is a forever bach”




